APRIL 2020
Fun Facts: April
(Omitted text)

Did you know?
 April was the second month in an early Roman calendar, but became the fourth when the
ancient Romans started using January as the first month.
 April is named for the Greek goddess of love, Aphrodite.
 The name for the month of April originally came for Aprilis which means to open.
 Small animals that hibernate are usually coming out of their burrows in April. The birds fly
back northward and settle down to have their families. The bees and butterflies begin to
gather nectar from the first flowers of the season.
 In some parts of the world, it is planting time, while in other parts, it is the harvest season.
 April is Humor Month, so laugh it up!
 The birthstone for April is the diamond.
 The zodiac signs are Aries (March 21 – April 19) and Taurus (April 20-May 20).
 The birth flowers for the month of April are the sweet pea and the daisy.
Continued on page 7
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3980 S. Lindbergh Boulevard, Sunset Hills, MO 63127
Chris Lewis, Director
Telephone: (314) 843-6577 Fax: (314) 849-2617
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kheumann@tlcpreschoolstl.com
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NUMBERS, ATTENDANCE, PLEDGES
Saturday/Sunday average attendance
through March 29 (attendance at
regular weekend worship only)

2020
Total Sat/Sun attendance
for year 2020
Average weekly
Attendance

Year-to-date attendance through Mar. 29
(services on Saturday, Sunday, church
holidays and midweek for Epiphany,
Lent and Advent) (incl. Ash Wednesday)

1067

82
(13 wks.)

Total Sat/Sun attendance for
prior month through 03/29

281

Total attendance
for all public services since
beginning of year,
through Mar. 29

1363

YEAR-TO-DATE PLEDGES AND OFFERINGS
YTD pledges over/(under)

($8,044)

Weekly pledges needed

$ 5,588

Offerings received last Sunday

$ 1,941

FROM THE STHS NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Articles for The Followers’ Footsteps can be left in the church office or sent to
sths@sthschurchstl.com
April 17 for the May issue
May 15 for the June issue
June 19 for the July issue
July 17 for the August issue
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:

Every Sunday is Easter

So, this Lent didn’t go according to plan. Many of you have already seen all the jokes,
especially the one that says, “When I wanted to give up something for Lent, I didn’t think it would
go this far…” Indeed, physical distancing through stay-at-home orders to flatten the curve has
made us redefine how we gather as the church. We have been forced into new territory, learning
how to gather virtually as much as possible. We have missed being together.
Now we are approaching Easter. We approach it with a different feeling than we have in
previous years. Our Lenten journey has not been filled with soup and prayer as we had hoped.
We have not been standing in the sanctuary journeying toward the cross side-by-side. Yet, we
know that Holy Week and Easter will still come. What are we to do?

Well, in STL City and County, as well as in Jefferson and St. Charles Counties, we are
under a stay-at-home order currently until April 22. Nationally we have been told to keep physical
distancing through the month of April. On either timeline it is pretty clear that we will not be
worshipping in person on Easter Sunday.
As your pastor, I will admit that I am sad that we will not see the bright, shiny Easter
Sunday celebration we are used to when the day of resurrection rolls around on April 12. Still, I
feel it is necessary to listen to our community leaders who would not have asked us to stay home
if they did not feel it was in our best interest. Even more so, I am very confident that Jesus will
still rise from the grave. Jesus doesn’t need our help to defeat the power of death. The resurrection is sure.
We will still worship on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday.
Yes, these worship services will be virtual. They will be virtual, but they will be faithful. We will
gather around our phones, computers, and TVs and we will worship connected by the Spirit. We
will process virtually with palms. We will strip the altar. We will close the tomb. And we will rise
Easter Sunday to an empty tomb. Yes, these days will feel different. And that’s OK.
It’s OK because the truth is every Sunday is Easter Sunday. Every Sunday we gather
because Christ is risen. Every Sunday we gather to proclaim victory over death, the forgiveness
of our sins, and our sure and certain hope in the power of Christ in our lives.
With this in mind, here is my promise: the first Sunday we return to the sanctuary we will
celebrate Easter. We will ring bells, shout Alleluias, and hear the angels say, “He is not here. He
is risen.” We will be surrounded by flowers and hopefully people who are overjoyed to be with
one another once again.
We are an Easter people. Physical separation cannot change this truth. Let us hold fast to
one another despite our distance and look forward to the day when we can confidently join
together, side-by-side in our nave, to proclaim the bedrock of our faith: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
In Christ,
Pastor Jill
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

NEWS AND EVENTS

Reference the sign discussion in last months newsletter. We received the dusk
to dawn light sensor from the sign manufacturer and are waiting for Ziglin
Signs to give us a date for installation. After viewing a picture of the device,
Ziglin confirmed that the part is correct and is identical to others they have
installed in similar signs.
We have received one estimate for repairing the roof leaks experienced during
the recent rains. Two other companies are preparing quotes for either repairing
or replacing the flat roof. Property expects the three companies to offer a
variety of solutions and costs.
We have been advised that the coronavirus relief bill passed by Congress and
signed by the President last weekend contains some financial loan aid for
churches. We are investigating and have requested a meeting with our bank
managers to discuss the options. If true, this could help us to get through the
weeks ahead.
You, the Congregation, have responded exceedingly well to our request for
continued support during this lock down. Thank you for that. Both the TLC
Preschool and Christian Homecare have been hurt by this turn of events. Your
continued support is vital to provide much needed financial resources for our
church’s obligations and for those who have temporarily lost their income. We
want and need STHS to remain financially healthy and our major ministries to
keep their teams together so they can quickly return to action when normal life
returns.
God Bless and Be Safe
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
March 9, 2020
Loran Schnaidt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
PRESENT: Pastor Jill Seagle, Loran Schnaidt, Steve Hilts, Ken Janovec, Jan Dillon, Paula
Greenwood, Anita Petrovic, Sandy Griffard.
DEVOTION: Pastor Jill introduced council to the book, UNBINDING THE GOSPEL. We are to
read chapters 1 & 2 for next month’s meeting.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
written.

Minutes of the February 15 council retreat were approved as

FINANCIAL REPORT: Church cash flow shows a negative $12.6K due to pledge deficit of
$7.8K from budget, non-budgeted building maintenance for keying back door and other expense
$1.7K, and Health Coverage not budgeted $2.5K. TLC cash flow was positive $9.6K with revenues
coming in as budgeted but salary expenses were $5.6K less than budgeted which accounts for most
of the positive cash flow. HomeCare cash flow was positive $3.4K with revenues lower than budget
but salary expenses meeting with a larger lower budget expectation of $4.0K. Targeted Budget
Giving support is below budget $4.3K. YTD goal is $28,170 excluding $4000 for ministries. TLC and
HC have received $1,015 as of 2/29. Designated Accounts increase is primarily due to some
members paying year pledge balances via RMD charitable contribution to church.
ADDITIONS TO WRITTEN REPORTS: Pastor Jill reported SAJE news from recent meeting
with SAJE partners. Since St Elizabeth is now partnered with St. Raymond, this may affect St.
Elizabeth’s commitment to SAJE. Two other congregations possibly may become members of
SAJE: St. Lucas on Denny Road and Concord United Methodist on Lindbergh.
CHURCH FACILITIES USE POLICY: Loran has been looking at the current policy for use of
our church building. He has made some changes to it. He asked council members to review it; if
you note other items that should be changed, let Loran know. Council discussed the problem of
doors being left unlocked. Loran will continue to put reminder in Mission Moments.
ASHES TO GO: Once again STHS had a good turnout for this. 116 people came through. This
continues to be very worthwhile outreach to community.
ANCHOR CHURCH – VISIONING WORK – JUNE BUDGET PLANNING SESSION: Although
STHS is a vital congregation, we are in need of focusing our own Vision and Mission. The Council
has decided to meet in June to vision and plan for 2021 (and beyond). To get to that point we need
to involve the whole congregation. The gatherings of the whole congregation are necessary so we
can craft new mission and vision statements that lift up our core values. This Visioning Work fits in
well with Adult Class (Unbinding the Gospel) as this program works to move members in the
direction of outreach and evangelism (sharing the good news). These are the initial steps for STHS
as we move into the Anchor Church process with Family of Christ.
SYNOD ASSEMBLY, June 4-5-6, in St. Louis: Pastor Jill needs volunteers; she will be
soliciting help from all the congregations in our area. STHS also needs two delegates to attend the
assembly. STHS can encourage young people/teens to attend as delegates also.
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LEARNING AND FELLOWSHIP
NEW BUSINESS:
Telephone Change: Representative from Gabbit will meet with staff this week. The issue involves the digital translating to analog phone. It’s more expensive to do this. It may not be feasible or
cost effective to continue using an analog phone. Other options are being investigated; changes are
not settled yet.
Pastor Jill New Laptop: Pastor is in need of a new laptop. Various options are being investigated at this time.
Meeting closed with prayer and adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
Next Council meeting is April 13, 2020, with reports due April 10.

Respectfully submitted,
Sandy Griffard, Secretary

EASTER EGG HUNT
The Hunt for HOPE! Join members of the Crestwood and Sunset Hills communities on April 11
from 10:00 AM-12:00 PM, for an in-car, drive-thru, egg hunt throughout our neighborhoods. Kids will stay in family cars as they drive through local streets on the hunt for eggs.

Participants will be given a game sheet to check-off different surprises throughout town. We
are in need of neighbors to volunteer to decorate yards, no one is too young or too old to
participate. If you have a creative idea or theme, your yard will be added to the game sheet.
Please register to decorate so we can include your house on the hunt map, and please register
to participate if you will be driving through. Register online at https://
Huntforhope.givesmart.com.
If you have any questions please e-mail SunCrestHuntForHope@gmail.com.
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LEARNING AND FELLOWSHIP

Continued from page 1

Historical moments in the month of April
America’s first astronauts were announced by NASA on April 9, 1959.
The first Webster Dictionary was copyrighted by Noah Webster on April 14, 1828.
The Titanic sank on April 15, 1912.
The Revolutionary War in America began on April 19, 1775.
The United States Library of Congress was established April 24, 1800.
Our first President George Washington was inaugurated on April 30, 1789.

Special Days in the month of April
 The first day of April is April Fools Day, when children and grown-ups play jokes on one another.

 April 22 is Earth Day.
 April 2 is Light It Up Blue for Autism Day and the whole month is Autism Awareness Month.
 Arbor Day is a day for planting trees, and it is observed on various April days.
 The Jewish festival of Pescah, or Passover, is celebrated early in April.
 Easter is almost always in April, and, with it comes other Christian celebrations such as Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday.
 April is also the month of the Thai New Year in Thailand and the Khmer New Year in Cambodia.
April is also host to some famous birthdays
Marvin Gaye, April 2, 1939
Jane Goodall, April 3, 1934
Jackie Chan, April 7, 1954
Dolores Huerta, April 10, 1930
Emma Watson, April 15, 1990
Leonardo da Vinci, April 15, 1452
Charlie Chaplin, April 16, 1889
Jack Nicholson, April 22, 1937
William Shakespeare, April 23, 1564
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LEARNING AND FELLOWSHIP

March didn’t quite go as planned here at TLC.
St. Patrick’s day on the 17
March 18

th

th

While we were able to celebrate

with green popcorn and fun crafts, on Wednesday,

we closed our center temporarily due to the threat of the coronavirus.

While we are all sad, teachers, students and parents alike, we realize it is what is
safest for all concerned. I am blessed with a staff who handled everything with a
smile and quiet strength. We pray that God keeps us all safe and healthy while we
travel through these uncertain times.
Peace and love,
Kim Heumann
Director

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Stay tuned for updated information

CLUSTER EVENTS
Stay tuned for updatedinformation
Sunday, May 31
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Cluster Event (Gr. 6 & up) 1:30 to 3:00 PM Gethsemane

SHARING GOD’S LOVE AND BLESSINGS
eGIVING
As you know, we have moved to online worship opportunities as we continue to
be under a stay-at-home order in St. Louis County/St. Louis City/Jefferson
County/St. Charles County.
We also know that supporting St. Thomas/Holy Spirit is important to you. Our
work supporting members and our community will not stop because of this
public health challenge. We have continued to offer homecare services, worship
opportunities, volunteer opportunities in the form of food deliveries and
communications deliveries, bible studies, at-home Sunday School, and many
other regular church functions.
To help in streamlining your offering donations, STHS has begun using Vanco
eGiving tools. These online and electronic giving options are an additional way
for you to give at this time. We are now offering GivePlus, an app available on
iOS and GooglePlay, an online giving site at https://sthschurchstl.com/giving/,
and a text to give option at 833-643-0389. Download the app by searching
GivePlus in your app store and then follow the set-up instructions. To use the
online tool, simply click on the link given in this email to go directly to our giving
page. To use the text to give option, simply text the amount you wish to give to
the above number and you will receive a response to connect to a secure site for
giving. Any donations given by these means can be directed as you wish. Please
know, if you give using a credit or debit card there is a processing fee. We are
working to give you the option to offset this fee.
STHS is a strong community. We will weather this together, even if we’re not all
in services. We appreciate your giving, and we do important work with members’
generosity. As we alter the way we operate, please consider making a gift via
eGiving.
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE AND BLESSINGS
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE AND BLESSINGS
Keeping Pathogens Away
The Kitchen
The kitchen is the “dirtiest” room in the house! In the kitchen, the worst culprits
are the sponges and dishcloths. The damp, dark nooks and crannies of
cleaning rags, sponges and scrubbers are perfect places for dangerous viruses
and bacteria such as E.coli to grow. Replace sponges and towels often.
The Bathroom
The bathroom is the second “germiest” room in the house. Toilet seats, doorknobs, faucets and
ﬂush handles can harbor germs. Keep these surfaces wiped down regularly with hot soapy water
and bleach.
The Air
The next best way to protect against colds, ﬂu and infections is to keep the air around you clean.
The simplest way to do this is to encourage everyone to cover his/her nose and mouth for every
cough and sneeze.
The Body’s Immune System
The immune system is the body’s way of protecting itself against infection. As we come in
contact with bacteria and viruses (some harmless, some bad), our body knows to keep these
germs out the next time they come near. To stay healthy, it’s important to keep the immune
system functioning. Good nutrition, with lots of fresh fruits and vegetables, is an important ﬁrst
step and getting plenty of restful sleep. Fresh air, exercise and sunshine are another. And ﬁnally,
“Laughter is the best medicine.” Humor, love and happiness help keep the immune system
working in peak condition. Source: CDC; Public Health; Drgreene.com
Hand Washing
Simple hand washing is the best way to keep germs away. The most common way that illnesses
like colds and ﬂu are spread is when we touch something that carries the virus, then touch our
face, eyes, nose or mouth. To minimize the chance of spreading infection always wash your
hands:
• when returning from a trip outside the house, especially from “high-risk” places like doctor’s
ofﬁces, public transportation, etc.
• after using the toilet
• before preparing medications or preparing food
As I prepare this article, our lives are being affected by the Coronavirus. It is mid-March and by
the time this prints I’m quite sure many more changes will have occurred. At this time, homecare
is able to continue serving about half of our current families. Some family members are out of
work now and able to care for their loved ones so have canceled our services until further notice.
Some clients are in nursing homes and unable to have outside contact. We pray that they are
receiving compassionate care in their surroundings. I’m asking you to please pray daily for the
health of CCH caregivers and clients. Of course we are already used to good hygiene, it’s just at
an elevated level right now. Happy spring and Easter! God bless and keep you safe and
healthy.
Chris Lewis, Director
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KIDS’ CORNER
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BIRTHDAYS , ANNIVERSARIES AND PRAYERS

Dave & Stephanie Eshelman

4/03

43 Years

Stacy Steketee

4/01

Russ & Jane Brda

4/07

30 Years

Graham Brueckmann

4/06

Bill & Anita Petrovic

4/12

45 Years

Wade Brueckmann

4/08

Jon & Lisa Mueller

4/23

27 Years

Lux Daniel

4/08

Janet & Jeff Wheeler

4/23

9 Years

Nicholas Wegman

4/09

Rich & Karen Greenwood

4/28

30 Years

Bill Petrovic

4/12

Zach Strege

4/13

Emma Wideman

4/14

Hailey Benson

4/15

Darryl Peters

4/16

Morgan Seagle

4/17

Brian Bashwiner

4/21

Erica McCray

4/21

Julie Crawford

4/22

Elliot Hughes

4/24

Karen Wegman

4/25

Alyssa Wischmeier

4/25

Riley Hughes

4/27

Max Bashwiner

4/28

CURRENT PRAYER CONCERNS: Ruth Bremer, David Brockelmeyer (Jim Brockelmeyer’s
son), Bridget (Carmen Schoen’s daughter), Alain Carron (Lynne Carron’s grandson), Lynne
Carron, Matt Finn (Lynne Carron’s friend), L V Freeman (Anne Freeman’s grandfather), Jeri H
and family (friends of Greenwood Family), Judy (friend of Janice White, TLC asst., and Roberts
Family), Kate & Mark (Jim Brockelmeyer’s friends), Mary Markowski (Bill Petrovic’s sister),
Debbie Mayer (Sandy Griffard’s sister-in-law), Jenn Nelson (Jan & Judy Jobe’s daughter), Judy
Robinson (Jim Brockelmeyer’s sister), Mrs. Schutte & Family (Friends of Karen Greenwood &
Family), Jamie Shupe (Stacy Steketee’s mom), Lauren Stewart (Amy Skrien’s niece), Sam
Valentine (Pastor Jill’s dad)
ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS: Allison, Dave Andrasko, Lorna Bishop, Judy Blume, Nina
Brendel, Josh Brockelmeyer, Emily Lingg Bromwell, Curt Carron, Boyce Clark, Bob Conoley,
Laurie Daniels, Yvonne DeHart, Angelina Dietrich, Nancy Dietrich, Loraine Dunn, Erna Dwars,
Perry Dwars, Lois Eshelman, Mike Evans, Robin Henry, Jeff K., Bobby Jensen, Jordan, Diann
K., Karen, Emmett Klauburg, Gerry Knoeller, Clinton (Gene) Kramer, Sr., Bill Leonard, Melba
London, Kay Littlefield, Garret Matthews, Shane McGoogan, Shelby McGoogan, Randy
McGuire, Amy Melser, Keith Mohl, Steve Moylan, Kathy Nielsen, Kathy O’Hara, Pam, Darryl
Peters, Vern Poenitske, Justin Poepper & Family, Betsy Poth, Miriam Raines, Jessica & Terry
Reeves, Wayne Schlichting, Doug Seagle, Scott Seagle, Christopher Seebeck, Barbara
Sheffield, Steve Sheffield, Shelly Smith, Pastor Dave Stevens, Jim Thompson, Samantha
Thurau, Susan Till, Theresa Tyler & Family, Betty Valentine, Alicia Volz, Russ Werkmeister,
Donna Williams
FROM DEATH TO NEW LIFE: Joe Bolfing (Warren & Jane Bolfing’s son)
FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Nina Brendel, Nancy Dietrich, Evelyn Vocelka
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Kyle Bougeno, Grant Covey, Michael Denner, Hope Funderburk,
Alex Lageman, Jeffrey Lauber, Andrew McGuire, Brandon Mendes, Nathan Nugent, Dillon
Parsons, Steve Pera
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APRIL 2020 ASSISTING SCHEDULE—ON HOLD
ROLE
USHERS

SERVICE

APRIL 5

APRIL 12

APRIL 19

APRIL 26

8:30 AM

Dan Greenwood
Lee Bodendieck
Rich Greenwood
Mike Dillon
Wayne Schlichting Jerry Wischmeier

D. Hafner-Hunt
Leona Harris
Mary Roberts
Kara Tucker

Steve Hilts
Nancy Moyer

Crossover

Barry Nelson
Jerry Wischmeier

Jerry Wischmeier

Pat Cook
Ann Mantler

Tim Strege

WORSHIP ASST.

8:30 AM

COMMUNION
ASSISTANTS

8:30 AM

Lee Bodendieck
Nancy Moyer
Mary Roberts

Dave Eshelman
Stephanie
Eshelman
Dan Greenwood
Paula Greenwood

Jane Bolfing
Steve Hilts
Anita Petrovic

Russ Brda
Jan Dillon
Mike Dillon

Crossover

Tom Hohenstein
Inge North

Judy Jobe
Barry Nelson

Jan Jobe
Karen Wegman

Dave Andrasko
Lynnda Light
Susan Till

Sam Skrien

Natalie Till

Lynne Carron
David Link
Loran Schnaidt

Lynne Carron
David Link
Loran Schnaidt

Karla Mosby

Janet Plummer

YOUTH ASST .

8:30 AM
Crossover

READERS

8:30 AM
Lynne Carron
David Link
Loran Schnaidt

Lynne Carron
David Link
Loran Schnaidt

8:30 AM

John & Bonnie
Butterfield

Ron & Maureen
Rundle

Crossover

Lynne Nelson

Sat

BREAD BAKER

8:30 AM
Crossover

WELCOMERS
(Upstairs)

POWERPOINT
PRESENTER

8:30 AM
Crossover

Steve Fobian

Steve Fobian

Steve Fobian

Steve Fobian

CXR
Editor

Steve Fobian

Steve Fobian

Steve Fobian

Steve Fobian

8:30 AM

Leona Harris
Mary Roberts
Judy Schlichting

Leona Harris
Mary Roberts
Judy Schlichting

Leona Harris
Mary Roberts
Judy Schlichting

Leona Harris
Mary Roberts
Judy Schlichting

Crossover

Inge North
Joan Stull
Lea Wischmeier

Inge North
Joan Stull
Lea Wischmeier

Inge North
Joan Stull
Lea Wischmeier

Inge North
Joan Stull
Lea Wischmeier

BULLETIN ASSEMBLY

4/3

4/10

4/17

4/24

GOD’S KIDS’ KITS

Nancy Benson

OPEN

Karla Mosby

John & Kathy
Meder

4/32

4/9

4/16

4/23

ALTAR GUILD
ASSISTANTS

FELLOWSHIP TIME

KIDS’ CROSSING &
8:30 AM &
SMALL TALK, BIG IDEAS Crossover

COFFEE TO GO
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4/30
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St. Thomas/Holy Spirit Lutheran Church

3980 South Lindbergh Blvd
St. Louis, MO 63127
314-843-6577

A Stephen’s Ministry Congregation

HE

IS
RISEN!
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