AUGUST 2020
Interesting and Little Known Facts from August
American History Edition
The month of August is filled with many little known and interesting facts from American history. Hope
you enjoy this month’s edition of August Facts… Did you know?

August Facts
August 1, 1876 – Colorado became the 38th state.
August 2, 1776 – Most of the members of the Continental Congress signed the parchment copy of
the Declaration of Independence.

August 2, 1876 – Wild Bill Hickok was shot and killed during a poker game in Deadwood,
SD. (Note: Deadwood, SD is [sic] fun place to visit if you have never been.)
August 3, 1923 – Calvin Coolidge became President after the death of Warren G. Harding.

The Followers’ Footsteps is the monthly newsletter of St. Thomas/Holy Spirit Lutheran Church (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America). We welcome you to worship with us and to experience the joy of having fellowship
with other people who believe in the love of God and the teachings of Christ.
Saturday Worship: Suspended
Sunday Worship: 10:00 AM (Online until further notice)
Christian Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM (Online until further notice)
Sunday School/Adult Forum: Suspended
Christian Community Homecare:
3980 S. Lindbergh Boulevard, Sunset Hills, MO 63127
Chris Lewis, Director
Telephone: (314) 843-6577 Fax: (314) 849-2617
chris@christiancommunityhomecare.org
Email: sths@sthschurchstl.com
314-843-9673
www.sthschurchstl.com
Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Jill. V. Seagle
TLC Preschool:
Ministers: The People of St. Thomas/Holy Spirit Lutheran Church Kim Heumann, Director
Director of Music: Perry Nelson
kheumann@tlcpreschoolstl.com
Newsletter Editor: Sue Rosso
314-843-8622

NUMBERS, ATTENDANCE, PLEDGES
Saturday/Sunday average attendance
through July 26 (attendance at regular
weekend worship only)

Year-to-date attendance through July 26
(services on Saturday, Sunday, church
holidays and midweek for Epiphany,
Lent and Advent) (incl. Ash Wednesday)

2020
Total Sat/Sun attendance
for year 2020

9,961
383

Average weekly
Attendance

(26 wks.)

Total Sat/Sun attendance for
prior month through 07/26

1,421

Total attendance
for all public services since
beginning of year,
through July 26

9,961

Sunday Morning
Prayer, July 12

282

YEAR-TO-DATE PLEDGES AND OFFERINGS
YTD pledges over/(under) (including online giving)

($ 5,114)

Weekly pledges needed

$ 5,588

Offerings received last Sunday (including online giving)

$ 5,875

FROM THE STHS NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Articles for The Followers’ Footsteps can be left in the church office or sent to
sths@sthschurchstl.com
August 21 for the September issue
September 18 for the October issue
October 16 for the November issue
November 20 for the December issue
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:

Incurvatus In Se

It has been a difficult summer. We went from pandemic to protest and back and forth
until many of us are confused. Yet, we have learned a lot about human nature. Whether we
are speaking about the response to the virus or we are speaking about the continued
plague of systemic racism, it is pretty clear that we are a self-absorbed people. Even
Martin Luther believed this to be true. “Scripture,” Luther tells us, “describes man as so
curved in upon himself that he uses not only physical but even spiritual goods for his own
purposes and in all things seeks only himself” (Luther’s Works, vol. 25, p. 345).
I see this so clearly in what is happening around us. Far be it for us to have masks
mandated, for such a mandate conflicts with my personal freedom. Far be it for us to
consider the reality that there is a racialized hierarchy that privileges the white person over
every other person. Far be it for us to consider that we ourselves are so inward focused that
we, as Luther says, seek only ourselves.
So, although it has been a difficult summer and although we have never faced a
pandemic like COVID-19 and although we are seeing civil unrest in a fight for equality and
equity, we are actually locked in an age-old pattern of selfish focus. We want to be
comfortable and in control. These times have brought disease and disruption to our lives.
We seek to turn back to find comfort and control. We try to save ourselves by resetting to
the last known moment of peace.
Yet, now is not the time to reset. Now is not the time to turn back, to seek comfort and
control. Instead, now is the time to give ourselves over to the wisdom of the Spirit. Now is
the time to push ourselves outward by acknowledging (as Paul acknowledges) that we are
indeed captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. Now is the time for change, the time to be
made into a new creation.
It may sound counter to what I said above, but to give ourselves over to the Spirit
requires self-examination. We have to be able to truly look at the systems and ideals we
have perpetuated and be willing to change them moving forward. Our call, after all, is to love
one another. To love, we have to know who we are. To know who we are we have to be
honest about ourselves. To be honest about ourselves we have to trust that the Holy Spirit
truly holds the power to mold us and to shape us into what She calls us to become.
Drew G. I. Hart writes, “Most of all, as people surrendered to the Holy Spirit, we must
all ask God to reveal those areas in our lives that need God’s transformative work. All of us
need this kind of self-examination and Spirit-filled transformation in our lives.” Hart writes
out of a black Christian experience, calling for his white siblings in Christ to take the time to
reflect on our lives and our actions, to see how we have embraced a system that norms the
white experience and “others” all other experiences.
What would happen if we took the time to truly examine ourselves and took the hard
steps of admitting where we have benefited from our privilege? What would happen if we
seriously kept examining our own lives and realized that perhaps the Spirit really is a
change agent? What would happen if we actually sacrificed our selfishness to become
people who live every day and every way for the love of others? Perhaps we would finally
find ourselves fully immersed in the kingdom of God on earth.
In Christ,
Pastor Jill
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

NEWS AND EVENTS

As is noted in the Council Minutes, we interviewed another cleaning/
sanitizing company that we feel is competitive and knowledgeable about both
sanitizing and cleaning. If the TLC Board would decide to re-open in
September we will likely present the Council with details of their proposal and
vote on acceptance of their offer.
Also, as is noted in the Council Minutes, the SunCrest Festival for 2020 has
been cancelled. Because of the attendance and public interest in the first two
years, the Joint Sunset Hills/Crestwood Board will likely attempt to schedule
a 2021 Festival.

With the demand for digital tech services at historic levels, Steve Fobian is
having trouble finding help from outside expertise for his plan to upgrade our
systems. Jim Thompson and Bob Thurau have been working with Steve to
develop tentative objectives.
Some of our billings from utilities do not reflect the reduced demand we
would expect in view of the very substantial change in building occupancy
and use. We are making inquiries and exploring other options. Elevator
maintenance is another candidate for change due to what appears to be
rather pricey service charges.
God Bless and Be Safe,
Loran Schnaidt
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
July 13, 2020
Loran Schnaidt called the meeting on Zoom to order at 7:00 p.m.
PRESENT: Pastor Jill Seagle, Loran Schnaidt, Steve Hilts, Ken Janovec, Jan Dillon, Paula
Greenwood, Anita Petrovic, Dave Eshelman, Ruth Thurau, Sandy Griffard.
DEVOTION: Pastor Jill read from Isaiah and led discussion.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of the June 8 meeting were approved as written.
FINANCIAL REPORT: Overall the church finances show a positive cash flow of $54,531
thanks to the SBA PPP Loan of $88,593 applied to all payroll, utilities and loan principle applied
to expenditures from 4/22 to 6/3 for the 8 week period based on rules at that time. The request for
Loan forgiveness for workers paid and brought back to work has been extended to 12/31/2020
from 7/15/2020. Without the loan, all church ministries combined would show a negative cash
flow of $34,062 with only HomeCare having YTD positive cash flow of $8,111. Pledges are
slightly down from last month with a deficit below budget of $7,955. We received about $5,000
electronically last month. All expense categories are below budget due to the church closing
except Staff Payroll which is in line with the budget. Designated accounts went from $131,000 to
$74,757 due to SBA Loan applied to income of $22,000 for 6/3 and Capital Equipment Replacement fund was reduced $34,000 for roof replacement so balance in that account is now a
negative $5,500. $16,000 in Emergency Relief funds is available for use.
TLC OPENING PLANS: TLC Board has drawn up reopening guidelines which follow the
CDC and St. Louis County directives. If virus statistics are favorable in St. Louis County in early
September, TLC will have a possible reopening date of Tues., Sept. 8. Board is also calculating
the costs of reopening (PPE and cleaning and sanitizing); if those costs are beyond what revenue
would be generated by tuition, it may not be in the best interest to reopen. A tuition increase was
voted upon prior to the health crisis. Parents have already been made aware of that tuition cost
beginning when we reopen. Board is calculating an additional “COVID charge” to cover costs for
PPE, cleaning supplies and related needs during this time.
UPDATE ON TECH SYSTEMS UPDATES: Steve Fobian is struggling to find professional
people who are available to help us evaluate our system and figure out what we need. Several
have indicated that they are too busy at this time. He has contacted some members and has
gotten some recommendations from Bob Thurau.
ANCHOR CHURCH UPDATE: Pastor Jill explained that this program continues to be in a
holding pattern. She will have the next national cohort meeting next week. Family of Christ has
already planned a virtual VBS program so we will partner with them for that.
MODEL FOR REOPENING CHURCH: Pastor Jill presented the procedures necessary to
reopen church. At the outdoor service Sunday, July 12, 57 people attended. Plans are to hold
another outdoor service in August, possibly Aug. 23. We can only accommodate a limited number
of people in our sanctuary for observing social distancing, so when we reopen, we will have one
Sunday service and one Wednesday evening service. We will continue streaming the service for
those who are unable to attend. We are making preparations for opening in September. But we
also need to be flexible as things change in next months. Council made a motion to approve the
document, A Model for Returning to Church. Motion was approved. Pastor Jill indicated that the
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LEARNING AND FELLOWSHIP
Continued from page 5

NEW BUSINESS:
STHS PARK USAGE REQUESTS: Loran has gotten some requests from groups to use
our park area. Two AA groups have been approved to use the park, but they have been
notified not to come into the building. Chamber of Commerce has also requested use of
park.
SUNCREST FEST STATUS: This event has been cancelled. No carnival company was
available and group felt that Fest wouldn’t be well attended without carnival for kids.
THE KEY PEOPLE - CLEANING/ SANITATION COMPANY: We talked with other ELCA
churches with preschools about companies available for cleaning and sanitizing facilities.
One company, THE KEY PEOPLE, is a local company that focuses on churches and came
highly recommended. We have quote for cleaning and sanitizing the TLC and the Church.
Cost is about $2000/month which is reasonable.
Meeting closed with prayer and adjourned at 8 p.m.
Next Council meeting is September 14, 2020, with reports due Sept. 11, 2020.
Respectfully submitted,
Sandy Griffard, Secretary

Christian Community Homecare is now hiring caregivers. No medical experience is
necessary. We need reliable people with warm, caring hearts. Call Chris at 314-8439673.
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LEARNING AND FELLOWSHIP
Continued from page 1

August 3, 1492 – A little before “American” history, but an important date, Christopher Columbus
sailed looking for a shorter route to the West Indies. On October 12, 1492, he landed in the
Bahamas.
August 5, 1845 – The cornerstone was laid for the Statue of Liberty.
August 6, 1945 – The United States dropped the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan. A second
bomb was dropped on August 9, 1945 on Nagasaki, Japan. Japan surrendered on August 9 th ending
the war in the Pacific.
August 7, 1782 – George Washington created the Purple Heart.
August 7, 1990 – Operation Desert shield began to protect Kuwait from advances and attacks from
Iraq.
August 8, 1876 – Thomas Edison received a patent for the mimeograph, a machine used to make
copies for 100 years until the copy machine replaced it.
August 9, 1974 – Richard Nixon resigned as President of the United States. Richard Nixon resigned
because he was facing a possible impeachment. He was the only US President to ever
resign. When Gerald Ford became President after Nixon, he became the only person to be a US
President that was not elected as President or Vice President.
August 10, 1821 (Editor’s emphasis) – Missouri became the 21st state.
August 14, 1765 – The Sons of Liberty protest the Stamp Act under an elm tree in Boston. The tree
became known as the Liberty Tree.
August 19, 1797 – The USS Constitution was commissioned. The USS Constitution is the world’s
oldest commissioned warship. (Note: If you are ever in Boston, it’s worth your time to visit the USS
Constitution).
August 21, 1831 – The Lincoln-Douglas debates began.
August 24, 1814 – As the British troops moved toward Washington, Dolley Madison saves the
portrait of George Washington from the White House during the War of 1812.
August 24, 1992 – Hurricane Andrew devastates South Florida.
August 24, 1932 – Amelia Earhart was the first woman to fly across the United States.
August 27, 1776 – The Battle for Rhode Island was fought during the Revolutionary War.
August 28, 1963 – Martin Luther King, Jr. gives his “I Have a Dream” speech on the steps at the
Lincoln Memorial.
Content from smartmomsmartideas.com
Sources include – The American Patriot’s Almanac by William Bennett and John T.E. Cribb and The Almanac of
American History edited by Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.
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LEARNING AND FELLOWSHIP
Re-Opening The Building:
Timeline and Basic Guidelines
We are planning to resume “in-person” worship the first Sunday in September
(September 7). There will be one worship service at 10 AM. The service will be streamed
on Facebook Live in addition to being held “in person.” A second “in-person” worship
will be held every Wednesday evening at 6 PM. The service will be identical to Sunday’s
worship.
Space will be limited for in-person worship. Physical distancing requires each household unit to be seated at least 6 feet from other household units. The size of our
sanctuary will prohibit more than 40 people to be in attendance at each service. Therefore, there will be an “RSVP” process. People are asked to reserve space in the
sanctuary by Thursday for the Sunday service and by Monday for the Wednesday
service. You will be asked to only attend one of the services per week. If requests are
higher than the space will allow, we will rotate through the congregational requests so
that everyone who wishes will have an opportunity to attend once every two to three
weeks.
Attendees will be required to wear a mask. If you arrive without a mask, you will be
given one to wear for the duration of the service. We ask that if you are feeling ill, even
if it is just a common cold, please stay home and stream the service online.

You are asked to bring your own bread and wine/grape juice for communion. If you are
unable to bring your own, sterile communion packs will be available. Communion will
not be distributed in a traditional manner. The elements will be blessed from the front;
however, you will already be holding your communion elements in your seat. The only
time you will remove your mask will be to take communion.
Doors will remain propped open throughout worship to eliminate touch points on the
door handles. You are asked to proceed directly into the sanctuary upon arrival. At the
close of the service, you will be dismissed in a manner that keeps physical distance.
There will be no bulletins nor will there be Hymnals/Bibles in the pews. Offering plates
will not be passed; instead, you will be asked to deposit your offering in an offering
plate at the back of the sanctuary. The peace will be shared in a distanced manner
(waving, peace sign, etc.).
Use of the HVAC system is still being researched.
We know these measures sound strict in comparison to the procedures other congregations may be using. Given the general age of our congregation and what we
currently know about the virus we are opting for a safer approach to meeting in
person.
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LEARNING AND FELLOWSHIP
AUGUST OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE
Save the date for the August outdoor worship service on
Sunday, August 23, 4:00 PM.
More details will follow.

An online morning prayer service will be on Sunday, August 23, at 10:00
and the children’s message will be at 11:30 AM.

AM

BOOK STUDIES
Join us via Zoom Wednesday mornings at 9 AM for a discussion of
Dear Church: A Love Letter From a Black Preacher to the Whitest
Denomination in the U. S. Each session will be recorded and available for those who are unable to join in person.

Following Dear Church, we will be discussing Trouble I’ve Seen by Drew
Hart.
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LEARNING AND FELLOWSHIP

As July ends and August approaches, the staff and I are working hard on getting
ready for the new school year! We have missed the children terribly and cannot wait
to see them on September 8 for the first day of school. We have worked hard to
put protocols and procedures in place that will allow us to open and keep both staff
and students safe and healthy. We continue to ready the center for those bright
and shining faces that we can’t wait to see!
Peace and Love,

Kim Heumann

Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he married?
A. Ruthless
Q. What do they call pastors in Germany?
A. German Shepherds

Q. Who was the greatest financier in the Bible?
A. Noah. He was floating his stock while everyone else was in liquidation.
Q. Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible?
A. Pharoah’s daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and drew out a little
prophet.
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE AND BLESSINGS
SOCIAL MINISTRY
A food drive with St. Lucas is being planned for August. Stay tuned for more
information as it becomes available!

God's Work. Our Hands is coming in September!! Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, it
will not be group event. We plan to have collections through September that will
benefit God's Helping Hands and Angel's Arms. More details will follow in the
September newsletter. Thanks you for all the support with the food drives this
summer!! Social Ministry
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE AND BLESSINGS
Fire Safety and Storm Emergencies
Every area has its potential hazards and all households need a
plan to ensure that everyone stays safe if disaster strikes. The specifics
will vary by where you live and which hazards you’re most likely to face
but the basics are the same everywhere. As people age, their needs
and their capabilities change, so in preparing for a disaster, it’s
important to think differently than you might have at earlier ages.
Four Essential Steps
1. Know Your Hazards – Visit your local health department’s website to see what the
potential hazards are in your community.
2. Create a Physical Safety Plan – In case you need to evacuate, have a plan in place for
where you and your family members will meet and make sure that everyone in the household knows exactly where this place is located. Always keep at least a half tank of gas in
your car and follow any evacuation routes that have been established.
Other emergencies may require you to “shelter-in-place,” which means to take
immediate shelter wherever you are—at home, work, or in between. The safest
place to do that may depend on the type of disaster; in a tornado, for example,
the best spot is the lowest place possible away from windows. Visit the
www.ready.gov/shelter for specific tips in different locations.
3. A Family Communications Plan - Your family may not be together when disaster
strikes, so plan how you will contact one another. During a disaster, it may be easier to
make long-distance calls than it is to make local ones. You and your family members should
each know the designated non-local contact for your family and have that phone number
programmed into your phones as ICE (In Case of Emergency). Consider signing up for text
messages or emails to let you know about emergencies in your community through your
local Office of Emergency Management (FEMA).
The Emergency Kit – Every household should have a disaster supply kit that has the basic
items you may need during an emergency.
Source: Ready.gov; Berkeleywellnessalerts.com; CDC; FEMA

Don’t Fall – Be Safe
Rushing is a major cause of falls. To help avoid taking a misstep, paint wooden or concrete
steps with a strip of contrasting color on the edge of each step or on the top and bottom
steps. Even in an emergency, don’t rush going up or down stairs.
Homecare currently serves 9 families and employs 12 caregivers. This summer our staff has had its
own set of challenges. One of the caregivers went to hospital with pneumonia and another suffered
a stroke. They are both making progress and still recovering.

We wish everyone a safe last month of summer and stay healthy!
Chris Lewis, Director
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KIDS’ CORNER
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BIRTHDAYS , ANNIVERSARIES AND PRAYERS

Nina Brendel

8/01

Pastor Jill Seagle

8/01

Judy Schlichting

8/02

Jodi Avery

8/03

Nicholas Bridwell

8/05

Brian Light

8/07

John Meder

8/07

Rachel Strege

8/07

Matt Majino

8/09

Bob Thurau

8/09

Celeste Ruwwe

8/10

Jan Jobe

8/12

Dorothy Richterkessing

8/14

Kourtney Timper

8/18

Brian Kuhn

8/19

Eli Bashwiner

8/20

Devon Braun

8/23

Lee McClure

8/24

Ruth Bremer

8/25

Lauren Greenwood

8/25

Sandy Brennecke

8/27

Jacob Skrien

8/31

Spence & Jan Sorenson
Russell & Debbie Freeman
Gary & Glenda Asher
Barry & Lynne Nelson
Bob & Jill Larson
Jan & Judy Jobe
Doug & Karla Mosby

8/01
8/08
8/12
8/13
8/14
8/26
8/27

50 Years
27 Years
58 Years
43 Years
55 Years
48 Years
43 Years

CURRENT PRAYER CONCERNS: Doug Andrasko (Dave Andrasko’s brother),
Sam & Hannah Brda, David Brockelmeyer (Jim Brockelmeyer’s son), Bridget
(Carmen Schoen’s daughter), Alain Carron (Lynne Carron’s grandson), Lynne
Carron, David England & Family (Dan & Paula Greenwood’s friends), Jackie
Hertlein (Linda Meierhoff’s sister-in-law), Jeff K (Dan & Paula Greenwood’s
friend), Bob Johnson, Mary Markowski (Bill Petrovic’s sister), John Meder, Jenn
Nelson (Jan & Judy Jobe’s daughter), Dorothy Richterkessing, Judy Robinson
(Jim Brockelmeyer’s sister), Doug Seagle (Pastor Jill’s husband), Jamie Shupe
(Stacy Steketee’s mom), Lauren Stewart (Amy Skrien’s niece), Sam Valentine
(Pastor Jill’s dad), Nancy Vos (CCH caregiver)
ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS:

Allison, Mary Altshuller, Dave Andrasko, Nancy
Beecher, Lorna Bishop, Judy Blume, Ruth Bremer, Nina Brendel, Josh
Brockelmeyer, Emily Lingg Bromwell, Curt Carron, Boyce Clark, Bob Conoley,
Laurie Daniels, Yvonne DeHart, Diann K., Angelina Dietrich, Nancy Dietrich,
Loraine Dunn, Erna Dwars, Perry Dwars, Lois Eshelman, Mike Evans, Matt Finn,
Sandy Freeman, Robin Henry, Jeff K., Bobby Jensen, Jordan, Karen, Emmett
Klauburg, Gerry Knoeller, Clinton (Gene) Kramer, Sr., Sandy Kuhn, Pat Lane,
Bill Leonard, Melba London, Kay Littlefield, Garret Matthews, Debbie Mayer,
Shane McGoogan, Shelby McGoogan, Randy McGuire, Keith Mohl, Steve
Moylan, Kathy Nielsen, Kathy O’Hara, Pam, Darryl Peters, Vern Poenitske,
Betsy Poth, Miriam Raines, Jessica & Terry Reeves, Wayne Schlichting, Scott
Seagle, Christopher Seebeck, Barbara Sheffield, Steve Sheffield, Shelly Smith,
Jim Thompson, Samantha Thurau, Susan Till, Theresa Tyler & Family, Betty
Valentine, Evelyn Vocelka, Alicia Volz, Russ Werkmeister, Donna Williams
FROM DEATH TO NEW LIFE: Pastor Dave Stevens (Dave & Stephanie Eshelman’s friend)
FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Nina Brendel, Nancy Dietrich, Evelyn Vocelka
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Kyle Bougeno, Grant Covey, Michael Denner, Hope Funderburk,
Alex Lageman, Jeffrey Lauber, Andrew McGuire, Brandon Mendes, Nathan Nugent, Dillon
Parsons, Steve Pera
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St. Thomas/Holy Spirit Lutheran Church

3980 South Lindbergh Blvd
St. Louis, MO 63127
314-843-6577

A Stephen’s Ministry Congregation

THE FOLLOWERS’ FOOTSTEPS

When Jesus spoke again to the
people, he said, “I am the light of
the world. Whoever follows me
will never walk in darkness, but
will have the light of life.”
John 8:12 NIV
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Let love be genuine; hate what

is evil, hold fast to what is good;
10

love one another with brotherly

affection; outdo one another in
showing honor.
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Never flag in

zeal, be aglow with the Spirit,
serve the Lord.
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Rejoice in your

hope, be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer.
to

the

needs

of

practice hospitality.
Romans 12:9-13 RSV
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Contribute

the

saints,

